Humanities Curriculum Intent
At Red Moor School our Humanities curriculum offers a broad, rich and ambitious
experience. Humanities practitioners specifically foster curiosity, interest and mutual respect amongst our students. Humanities subjects at RMS inform our students of global, historical, economic and cultural responsibilities. We encourage
our students to reflect on the content and experiences taught so as to help them
make good choices now and later in life. We equip our students with the
knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. We hope this will address any disadvantage they may have; be it social, environmental or health related. It is evident that our students build up emotional resilience, tolerance and respect for our global community.

Curriculum Intent
Faculty of Humanities

We plan for all students to achieve their personal best The humanities curriculum is
planned and sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on from what has
previously been taught, ensuring progression towards the best possible outcomes.
The humanities outcomes are mapped accordingly to the appropriate stage of the
student’s knowledge and skills, with accreditation at every step of the journey.
Qualifications on offer are Unit Award Schemes in the lower years, ASDAN’s in the
middle years and GCSE’s towards the upper years. This means our students will
achieve their potential and obtain nationally recognised qualifications to prepare
them for life after school.
The humanities faculty are committed to supplementing our curriculum through
extra-curricular activities, including cultural themed weeks, field trips, after school
Japanese club and enterprise projects. Recent examples of excursions include New
York, Paris, The Alps, Pendennis Castle, Mousehole and Falmouth Maritime Museum. Recent cultural projects include, circus workshops, French pen pals and Religious visitors.
Our curriculum is specially developed and adopted so as to support students in
building their knowledge and to apply that knowledge as skills; for example our
weekly ‘Big Questions’ and ‘Reflection Time’ allows students to consider further
Religious, Cultural, Spiritual, Moral and Social scenarios and consolidation of learning outside of their generic lessons – equally these opportunities are taught and
assessed in the same robust style using ‘SOLAR’.

Teaching & Learning In Humanities
What does excellent teaching and learning look like in Humanities?
Prior to joining our school, students’ attitudes and engagement levels were typically
poor, as many students saw humanities as “boring”. Our excellent humanities practitioners build up and sustain positive relationships, by recognising individual interests
and taking our students on appropriate field trips. We have had many successful field
trips to local castles, beaches, nature reserves and sacred monuments to list just a few.
At Red Moor School excellent humanities teaching and learning is; exciting, creative
and practical with contextualised learning (bringing real life events, places and people)
in at every opportunity.
How is Humanities taught in the Foundation Curriculum (KS1,2 & 3)
We recognise that some students may join us whom may have attainment levels in line
with the ‘foundation learning stage’, due to gaps in their understanding. Red Moor
School humanities foundation curriculum can help all students make rapid and sustained progress, through creative, stimulating and appealing activities, this progress is
monitored sequentially as students move up the ‘Red Moor Steps’.
We encourage a nurturing and sensory approach, with very strong cross-curricular
topic and themed based learning styles. The foundation curriculum literally builds a
solid foundation of knowledge and skills students can then develop further during the
‘Options Curriculum’.

Measuring Impact in Humanities
At Red Moor School staff use an online platform called SOLAR (Special On Line
Academic Records) to record student attainment in Humanities. This system
uses the RMS Steps Assessment Framework.
Each Step of the framework represents the corresponding academic year – so
a child working on Step 5 would be working broadly in line with students in
year 5 at a mainstream school. A child who masters all 11 steps will be expected to leave the school with an excellent GCSE grade in Humanities.
The expectation for progress for students is that they will master 80% of the
curriculum each year to achieve mastery of that step, before moving on to the
next step.
Students are encouraged to gain external accreditation for their learning from
the earliest opportunity. This can be through a range of awarding bodies, such
as the AQA Unit Award Schemes, Functional Skills, ASDANs and Entry Level
Qualifications. The aspirational goal for all students is that they leave with
GCSEs, or the highest level of appropriate qualifications they can access, within their areas of interest and ability.

How is Humanities taught in the Options Curriculum (KS4)
Red Moor School humanities options curriculum can help all students sustain good
progress and address any misconceptions or gaps in understanding, this is due to our
strong cross-curricular links and our attention to what helps motivate and enthuse our
students. We also closely link our curriculum with career aspirations of our students to
help further raise and enhance aspirations. Our curriculum is purposeful, relevant and
achievable, with plenty of scope for creativity, progress is monitored sequentially as
students move up the ‘Red Moor Steps’ our aim is for all students to reach Steps 10 &
11, giving them the best chance to achieve good GCSE’s.
How is reading promoted in Humanities?

All teacher’s of Humanities are expected to be aware of each child’s current reading
age and blank level assessment. This will allow staff to differentiate all learning resources so independent reading can be encouraged every lesson and appropriate questioning of knowledge is utilized so each learner is more able to build upon their skills.

Skills and Progression
All the knowledge and skills that we would like our learners to achieve by the
end of year 11 are set out in sequential order on SOLAR. The Humanities curriculum is designed and taught in logical progression, the skills and knowledge
simply get more masterful at each stage. For example in the Foundation
Learning Stage level 1 students could be asked to recognise what a castle looks
like, in Red Moor Step 6 this same thread of learning may ask students to describe how a castle can tell us about life in the past, in Red Moor Step 10, students may get asked to interpret the reliability of the source and to what extent the Castle can tell us about life in the past.
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Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand A—Significant aspects
Step 1

7. Aware of situations in a story

Step 2

14. Discusses information that can be found in photographs

Step 3

18. Communicates knowledge orally

Step 4

13. Begins to discuss their point of view in class debates

Step 5

1. Sequence 6 incidents from a historic story.

Step 6

13. Identifies simple causes of significant events

Step 7

1. Place significant events and people within a chronological
framework

Step 8

1. Explain places of significant historical periods in chronological
order

Step 9

1. Pupils show they have some local historical knowledge around
significant aspects

Step 10

1. Pupils show they have a wide local historical knowledge around
significant aspects

Step 11

1. Pupils show they have an extensive local historical knowledge
around significant aspects

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand B—Second-order historical concepts.
Step 1

8. Acts out situations in a story

Step 2

1. With some support can name the period of history studied

Step 3

7. Names the period of history studied

Step 4

15. Begins to build on their understanding of the historical period
studied

Step 5

20. Understands historical words like recent, modern, eyewitness

Step 6

19. Understands historical words like archaeologist, evidence, remains, excavate, invade

Step 7

2. Understands conventional dates like BC, AD, decade, century,
ancient, modern

Step 8

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand C— Chronological narrative
Step 1

20. Retell some details of an historical story

Step 2

6. Can organise 3 events in their own life in sequence

Step 3

1. Organises events in their own life in sequence

Step 4

1. Sequence 4 events from an historic story

Step 5

5. Show some knowledge of people studied

Step 6

1. Realises that the past can be divided into different periods

Step 7

3. Demonstrates sound knowledge of periods studied

Step 8

3. Uses dates and historical vocabulary to describe events and
people in time order

Step 9

3. Pupils show they have some international historical knowledge
and chronology around it

Step 10

3. Pupils show they have a wide international historical knowledge
and chronology around it

Step 11

3. Pupils show they have an extensive international historical
knowledge and chronology around it

1. Identifies historical periods using historical concepts

2. Pupils show they have some national historical knowledge relating to concepts
2. Pupils show they have a wide national historical knowledge
relating to concepts
2. Pupils show they have an extensive national historical
knowledge in relation to concepts

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand D—Continuity, change and influence across the world
Step 1

6. Names a character in a story

Step 2

19. Can name a famous historic person.

Step 3

5. Considers who lived in the different types of homes

Step 4

3. Begins to show some knowledge of people studied

Step 5

6. Show some knowledge of events studied

Step 6

3. Uses terms to indicate period

Step 7

4. Describes events in periods studied

Step 8

4. Describes changes and some causes in the periods studied

Step 9

4. Pupils begin to analyse the nature and extent of continuity within and across different periods

Step 10

4. Pupils analyse the nature and extent of change and continuity
within and across different periods

Step 11

4. Pupils analyse and substantiate the nature and extent of change
and continuity within and across different periods

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand E—Changing lives
Step 1

1. Shows an awareness that each day has a name

Step 2

3. Can identify 1 difference between an old and new object

Step 3

6. Identifies differences in features from the past and the present

Step 4

2. Begins to recall some information of a way of life

Step 5

7. Identify some people from the past who are famous

Step 6

2. Recognises some similarities and differences between periods

Step 7

5. Describes changes within periods studied

Step 8

5. Describes people and their actions in the periods studied

Step 9

5. Pupils begin to analyse the nature and extent of diversity within
and across different periods

Step 10

5. Pupils analyse the nature and extent of diversity and causation
within and across different periods

Step 11

5. Pupils analyse and substantiate the nature and extent of diversity and causation within and across different periods

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand F—Analyse judgements about interpretations

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand G—Knowledge and understanding of achievements
Step 1

2. Identifies objects as being from the past or present

Step 2

16. Acts out personal experiences in a role play

Step 3

10. Gives a reason for the differences between old and new everyday objects

Step 4

12. Begins to back up their opinions using a relevant fact

Step 5

10. Give considered reasons for the differences between modern
and old objects

Step 6

5. Displays a knowledge of aspects of life and achievements

Step 7

7. Identifies the differences in the lifestyles of rich and poor people in the periods studied

6. Interprets and describes the characteristics of historical periods
studied

Step 8

7. Evaluates the interpretations of information regarding achievements

Step 9

6. Pupils begin to analyse the nature and extent of change within
and across different periods

Step 9

7. Pupils begin to explain relationships between any causes of
change within different periods and achievements within

Step 10

6. Pupils explain how and why different interpretations of the past
have arisen

Step 10

7. Pupils begin to explain how the significance of events, people
and changes has varied according to different achievements

Step 11

6. Pupils analyse and explain a range of historical interpretations
and different judgements about the past

Step 11

7. Pupils explain in detail how the significance of events, people
and changes has varied according to different achievements

Step 1

3. Identifies personal experiences from the past or present

Step 2

7. Names characters in an historical story

Step 3

8. Identifies some things from the past that have caused change in
their own area

Step 4

9. Begins to understand reasons for historical events happening

Step 5

4. Interprets and recall information of a way of life

Step 6

6. Interprets and gives some reasons for events in the period studied

Step 7

6. Interprets and describes people within periods studied

Step 8

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand H—Make substantiated judgements about interpretations

15. Discusses the information in a video

Step 2

12. Discusses information from books

Step 3

14. Uses information from books

9. Identifies differences between old and new everyday objects
i.e. a kettle

Step 4

5. Begins to use information from books to answer questions

6. Begins to use information from the internet to answer questions

Step 5

12. Accurate observation of artefacts

Step 6

11. Identifies differences between modern and old objects and
makes connections

Step 7

10. Links information in order to give a larger picture

Step 8

9. Identifies the causes of revolutions

Step 9

16. Pupils begin to link events, places, dates and key people together

Step 10

18. Pupils able to link events, places, dates and key people together.

Step 11

9. Pupils reflect in detail on the processes undertaken in their own
investigation and make good connections

19. Answers simple questions about an historical story

Step 2

15. Discusses the information in a video

Step 4

Step 5

Step 6

8. Identify obvious differences between modern and old objects

10. Identifies similarities between modern and old objects

Step 7

8. Recognises the impact of technological development

Step 8

8. Identifies the consequences of changes

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

SOLAR: History—Skill Strand I—Interpreting and making connections
Step 1

Step 1

Step 3

Skills and Progression

9. Pupils refine their own questions to investigate historical problems or issues when making judgements
8. Pupils refine their own questions to investigate historical problems or issues when making judgements
8. Pupils refine their own methods to investigate historical problems or issues when making judgements

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand J—Use sources
Step 1

9. Creates a story from pictures

Step 2

13. Answers questions about an historical story

Step 3

15. Asks questions to find similarities and differences between
past and present

Step 4

10. Begins to understand that there can be different points of view
for historical events

Step 5

12. Accurate observation of artefacts

Step 6

11. Identifies differences between modern and old objects using
sources

Step 7

10. Links information in order to give a larger picture using
sources

Step 8

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand K—Evaluate substantiated judgements
Step 1

17. Identifies similarities and differences in a picture

Step 2

4. Can describe/identify 1 feature of an artefact

Step 3

16. Describe an artefact

Step 4

17. Identify an example of a historic event, linking it to an artefact.

Step 5

15. Shows an awareness that historical information can be presented in different ways

Step 6

14. Uses own knowledge to provide explanation of significant
events and evaluate judgements

Step 7

14. Evaluates sources of historical information

Step 8

11. Relates historical information to modern day situations and
evaluate judgements

Step 9

11. Pupils select, organise and present relevant judgements in
their investigation having evaluated

Step 10

11. Pupils select, organise and present detailed evaluations of
judgements in their investigation

Step 11

11. Pupils select, organise and present detailed evaluations of
judgements in their investigation

9. Identifies the causes of revolutions from sources

16. Pupils begin to link events, places, dates and key people together using sources
18. Pupils able to link events, places, dates and key people together using sources
9. Pupils reflect in detail on the processes undertaken in their own
investigation into sources of evidence/information

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand L—Evaluate judgements about interpretations

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand M—Explain historical events
Step 1

13. Asks simple questions about what an adult has said

Step 2

2. Takes part in role plays to begin to show some understanding of
historical events

16. Describe an artefact, comment and interpret

Step 3

19. Gives adequate answers to questions

Step 4

17. Identify an example of a historic event, linking it to an artefact,

Step 4

14. Is able to listen to the arguments of others

Step 5

15. Shows an awareness that historical information can be interpreted in different ways

Step 5

16. Finds information to answer specific questions

Step 6

14. Uses own knowledge to provide explanation of significant
judgements and interpretations

Step 6

18. Recognises the difference between opinion and fact

Step 7

14. Evaluates sources of interpretation and judgement

Step 7

Step 8

19. Produces structured and extended pieces of writing that answers questions about historical periods

11. Relates historical interpretations and judges them on modern
day situations

Step 8

20. Produces structured, extended pieces of writing that answers
questions and gives reasons for their opinion

11. Pupils select, organise and present relevant interpretations
and judgements in their investigation

Step 9

13. Pupils produce detailed, structured work to answer historical
questions

11. Pupils select, organise and present detailed and relevant interpretations and judgements n their investigation

Step 10

13. Pupils produce detailed, well structured work to answer historical questions

11. Pupils select, organise and present detailed and relevant interpretations and judgements in their investigation

Step 11

13. Pupils produce detailed, well structured independent work to
answer historical questions

Step 1

17. Identifies similarities and differences in a picture

Step 2

4. Can describe/identify 1 feature of an artefact

Step 3

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand N—Deploy abstract terms
Step 1

12. Identifies some different types of homes

Step 2

10. Pupils begin to use an historical vocabulary like before, after,
long ago, very old, old, new

Step 3

17. Communicates knowledge pictorially

Step 4

11. Begins to form opinions about historical information using key
words

Step 5

2. Observe & organise objects in sequence according to age using
abstract terms

Step 6

12. Identifies significant events using abstract terms

Step 7

18. Summarises information using abstract terms

Step 8

17. Shows critical evaluation using abstract terms

Step 9

19. Shows critical evaluation using abstract terms and uses consistent punctuation

Step 10

16. Shows critical evaluation using abstract terms and uses high
level consistent punctuation.

Step 11

14. Shows critical evaluation using abstract terms and uses excellent punctuation

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand O—Demonstrate knowledge and understanding
Step 1

16. Acts out personal experiences in a role play

Step 2

5. Pupils can describe objects in simple terms

Step 3

2. Uses vocabulary that shows a sense of chronology

Step 4

8. Describes an artefact in some detail

Step 5

14. Extracts information from pictures

Step 6

8. Begins to interpret information in pictures

Step 7

17. Gives a reasoned description of a character

Step 8

18. Reaches conclusions about the most important events

Step 9

20. Reaches conclusions about the most important events and
uses consistent grammar

Step 10

17. Reaches conclusions about the most important events and
uses high level consistent grammar

Step 11

15. Reaches conclusions about the most important events and
uses excellent use of grammar

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand P—Analyse sources (contemporary to the period)
Step 1

14. Discusses information that can be found in photographs

Step 2

8. Can name some events that have happened in the past

Step 3

12. Considers aspects of life in homes in the past

Step 4

18. Identify four famous historic events in British history.

Step 5

19. Combines information from 2 sources

Step 6

15. Uses a range of sources for historical investigation

Step 7

16. Understands the differences between primary and secondary
sources

Step 8

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand Q—Constructive arguments
Step 1

10. Sequences pictures of themselves at different ages

Step 2

17. Identifies similarities and differences in a picture

Step 3

13. Finds common features of homes

Step 4

19. Identify a past king or a queen.

Step 5

3. Know that their own lives are different to those in the past

Step 6

17. Questions the reasons for differences in reports on the same
event

Step 7

12. Links past events with modern events

Step 8

13. Compares sources

Step 9

14. Pupils compose detailed balanced arguments

Step 10

14. Pupil is able to compose a balanced argument.

Step 11

17. Pupils able to articulate sound arguments with evidence.

19. Supports evaluation and conclusions with evidence

15. Pupils form valid detailed conclusions based on historical research

19. Pupils able to present information to the rest of the class.

16. Form valid detailed conclusions based on historical research
and written text is structured in a clear fashion.

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand R—Analyse historical events and characteristics
Step 1

5. Discusses what they will do after lunch

Step 2

9. Understands the difference between past and present

Step 3

3. Recognises that things change over time

Step 4

20. Identify a key war.

Step 5

11. Shows an awareness of a range of sources

Step 6

20. Makes comparisons between sources

Step 7

15. Selects relevant historical information from sources

Step 8

15. Identifies how periods are represented in different ways

Step 9

10. Pupils evaluate sources to establish relevant evidence for their
investigations

Step 10

10. Pupils critically evaluate sources to establish relevant evidence
for their investigations

Step 11

18. Information and evidence is referenced.

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand S—Enquiry methods
Step 1

4. Discusses what they did before lunch

Step 2

18. Can name a famous historic event

Step 3

4. Identifies some external differences in homes of different ages

Step 4

4. Begins to show some knowledge of events studied

Step 5

9. Identify obvious similarities between modern and old objects

Step 6

4. Uses dates appropriately

Step 7

13. Identifies changes in and across periods

Step 8

12. Questions the usefulness of sources

Step 9

17. Pupils illustrate a wide knowledge of the periods studied

Step 10

15. Pupils able to identify preferences from the reliability of
source data.

Step 11

19. Information is backed up by more than 5 sources of evidence.

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand T—Analyse periods of time
Step 1

Step 2

18. Uses terms to describe past and present like now/then, today/yesterday, before/after

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: History—Skill Strand U—GCSE Grade Boundaries
Step 1
Step 2

14. Retells details of an historical story
Step 3

Step 3

18. Communicates knowledge orally
Step 4

Step 4

Step 5

Step 6

7. Begins to use information from pictures to answer questions

Step 8

14. Accounts for different versions of past events

Step 11

Step 6

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 1 (GRADE F)

Step 7

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 2 (GRADE E)

Step 8

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 3 (GRADE D)

Step 9

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 4 (GRADE C)

Step 10

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 5 (GRADE C+ / B-)

Step 11

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 6 (GRADE B+)

9. Draws information from census data

9. Identifies causes of events in the historical periods studied

Step 10

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 1 (GRADE G)

18. Records answers to questions

Step 7

Step 9

Step 5

18. Accounts for different versions of past events and uses consistent spelling

20. Pupils able to independently extract information from source
data to develop conclusions.
20. Pupils able to gather primary and secondary source information to formalise conclusions.

Geography

Geography

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand A—Defining physical and human characteristics

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand B—Field work enquiries
Step 1

20. Pupils can use the terms north, east, south and west correctly
recognising the 4 points of the compass

Step 2

9. Pupils can use a simple atlas to find places

Step 3

2. Pupils can use an atlas to find places

Step 4

2. Pupils can use fieldwork to observe, measure and record information

6. Can understand the geographical similarities and differences
between the study of an area within the UK and in South America

Step 5

2. Can use 4 figure grid references on a map

Step 7

17. Can identify some methods of controlling flooding

Step 6

Step 8

2. Can explain, recognise and describe geographical patterns

8. Pupils can use the 8 points of a compass to follow directions
around the classroom and school

Step 7

4. Can use 6 figure grid references on a map

Step 8

20. Understands the key human geography processes relating to
population, urbanisation, economic activity and development

Step 9

8. Pupils can use the 8 points of a compass to follow directions
around the wilderness

Step 10

3. Pupils have a wide knowledge of places and environments in
the UK referencing field work experience

Step 11

2. Pupils have an extensive knowledge and understanding of places and environments in the UK referencing field work experiences

Step 1

16. Can identify features of the place where they live

Step 2

1. Can identify one thing they like about a place

Step 3

19. Can identify areas that could be made safer

Step 4

18. Pupils can describe what happens when a volcano erupts

Step 5

20. Knows that an island is surrounded by water

Step 6

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

1. Pupils can explain physical and human processes of places

2. Pupils make links in their understanding of the geography of the
UK regarding physical and human characteristics
1. Pupils can analyse the physical and human characteristics of
places in the UK

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand C—Regional and world links
Step 1

15. Pupils know that the country they live in is England

Step 2

3. Pupils can identify some characteristics of the country they live
in: England

Step 3

17. Can use the appropriate language to describe features of the
land at regional level

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand D—Knowledge of locations and places
Step 1

19. Can identify ways an area has been made safer

Step 2

2. Can identify one thing they dislike about a place

Step 3

14. Can identify their likes and dislikes of a place

Step 4

12. Pupils have learnt what it is like living in one dry place in the
world

Step 5

12. Can identify services in the local area

Step 4

4. Pupils can accurately identify different landforms like beach,
cliff, mountain, volcano, river, ocean

Step 5

4. Uses pictures and photographs to identify features around the
world

Step 6

16. Relates the location of volcanoes and earthquakes to the
earths plates

15. Can describe the effects of volcanoes and earthquakes around
the world

Step 7

11. Can describe the main features of the distribution of settlement

Step 7

5. Can interpret a relief map from different parts of the world

Step 8

15. Identifies the causes of different natural hazards

Step 8

16. Identifies the effects of different natural hazards around the
world
Step 9

6. Pupils can understand the reasons for the distinctive characteristics of places around the world

Step 10

4. Pupils have a wide knowledge of places and environments in
Europe and the world

Step 11

4. Pupils have an extensive knowledge and understanding of places and environments in Europe and the world

Step 6

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

2. Pupils can explain human processes of places at regional and
world level
9. Pupils explain interactions within and between physical and human processes and link these across the world
3. Pupils can analyse the physical and human characteristics of
places in Europe and link to places across the world

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand E—Understanding of places and environments

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand F—Interpreting geographical information and
issues

Step 1

18. Can discuss information that can be found in photographs

Step 1

12. Pupils can describe what they see

Step 2

5. Pupils can locate England and identify its capital city

Step 2

11. Use comparative language like before/after, wide/narrow,
full/empty, fast/slow

Step 3

13. Can compare their locality with a contrasting area

Step 3

18. Knows that food comes from plants and animals

Step 4

3. Pupils can explain simple patterns in their data to show some
understanding

Step 4

19. Pupils can describe what happens during an earthquake

Step 5

3. Makes comparisons and identifies simple differences

Step 5

16. Knows how materials are obtained i.e. quarrying, mining, fishing

Step 6

18. Can identify the main stages of a river system

Step 6

17. Can interpret and identify the main points of the water cycle

Step 7

12. Can explain why some areas are settled and others are not

Step 7

Step 8

14. Can compare weathering and erosion

6. Can interpret diagrams and describe ways of ensuring a reliable
water supply

Step 8

13. Can interpret and compare weather and climate data

Step 9

14. Pupils have a good understanding of issues affecting the world
and make good interpretations

5. Pupils make links in their knowledge of the geography of the
wider world

Step 10

7. Pupils have a wide knowledge of places and environments in
the wider world having made good interpretations

5. Pupils can analyse the physical and human characteristics of
places in the world

Step 11

6. Pupils have an extensive knowledge and understanding of places and environments in the wider world having made good interpretations

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

12. Pupils have a good knowledge of places in the world

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand G—Relating between places and processes

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand H—Analysing information
Step 1

4. Sequence 4 pictures of daily events

Step 2

13. Sequence 6 pictures of daily events

Step 3

16. Can recognise seasonal changes

Step 4

10. Pupils have learnt what it is like living in one hot place in the
world

Step 5

10. Identifies key human features: city, town, village, factory,
farm, house, office, shop

Step 6

13. Can identify different types of settlement and analyse demography

Step 7

14. Can look at arguments for and against man made changes and
analyse such data

3. Can show an appreciation of the importance of location in relation to another

Step 8

9. Compares land use in rich and poor countries and analyses information

Step 9

13. Pupils have a good understanding of issues affecting the UK
and can relate the processes

Step 9

11. Pupils have a good knowledge of places in Europe and can analyse International data

Step 10

11. Pupils explain how interactions help change places and environments and how places can relate to others

Step 10

8. Pupils begin to analyse physical and human characteristics of
places

Step 11

7. Pupils can explain changes in the characteristics of places over
time in relation to processes

Step 11

8. Pupils can analyse the interactions between physical and human processes

Step 1

13. Pupils can use experiences to come to a decision

Step 2

18. Pupils have learnt about/studied their local area

Step 3

20. Can apply ideas learned in one place to another area

Step 4

9. Pupils understand some of the different types of activities that
happen on a farm

Step 5

9. Identifies key physical features: beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, weather

Step 6

12. Can identify features of a settlement that show its origins and
relate this

Step 7

18. Can explain how rivers and seas are vulnerable to pollution
and relate this to topical issues

Step 8

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand I—Applying knowledge

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand J—Understanding of processes
Step 1

14. Can collect weather observations

Step 2

7. Pupils can identify some characteristics of the place where they
live: Birmingham

10. Has studied a region of the UK (not local area)

Step 3

4. Pupils develop a simple understanding of the evidence they
have collected in the field

Step 4

16. Pupils can identify different forms of precipitation

Step 4

9. Pupils understand some of the different types of activities that
happen on a farm understanding the processes

Step 5

1. Asks questions like how? Why? Where? What?

Step 5

19. Can identify sea, land and water features on a map and on a
globe understanding the processes

Step 6

11. Can identify features of a settlement that show its purpose
having applied known understanding

Step 6

8. Can identify the main features or landforms of a coastline understanding the processes

Step 7

15. Can identify ways of reducing waste in the school applying
knowledge of waste management

Step 7

13. Can describe how the local environment may be improved
and understanding these processes

Step 8

5. Can understand the human and physical geographical similarities and differences through the study of areas within Africa

Step 8

6. Can understand the human and physical processes through the
study of areas within Asia

Step 9

4. Pupils can understand how this interaction can lead to change
in places

Step 9

3. Pupils can recognise the interaction between physical and human processes

Step 10

10. Pupils explain how these interactions create diversity and interdependence

Step 10

13. Pupils understand the processes influencing the decisions
made about sustainable and other approaches when places and
environments are developed

Step 11

9. Pupils can show how these interactions between physical and
human processes create diversity and interdependence

Step 11

10. Pupils can show how the interactions between physical and
human processes can help change places and environments

Step 1

17. Can recognise soil, rock, sand in their natural environment

Step 2

4. Pupils can locate England on a map

Step 3

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand K—Communicating findings.
Step 1

11. Pupils are aware that people around the world speak in different languages

Step 2

8. Pupils can name some local places

Step 3

5. Pupils can describe objects

Step 4

15. Pupils can describe weather conditions

Step 5

17. Can name and locate the world's continents

Step 6

10. Can discuss land use in the local area

Step 7

9. Can identify in their own location, physical features effecting
settlement

Step 8

2. Can explain, recognise and describe geographical patterns

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

5. Pupils can recognise distinctive characteristics of places and
communicate these

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand L—Knowledge of different scales.
Step 1

5. Pupils can recognise links between objects i.e. car/garage,
leaf/tree

Step 2

6. Pupils can locate where Birmingham is on a map using a simple
scale

Step 3

11. Knows where they live: house number, street and town using
a number system

Step 4

6. Pupils can identify some physical geographical features of places using a simple key

Step 5

6. Can describe the conditions in polar regions using a key

Step 6

7. Can explain some of the main erosional and depositional processes occurring on the coastline using a measuring scale

Step 7

8. Can describe changes to landscape associated with industry and
refer to a time scale

Step 8

8. Identifies the effects of the growth of individual settlements
and refer to a time scale

Step 9

18. Pupils have used a detailed geographical vocabulary in their
investigation using a clear scale of measure

Step 10

19. Pupils can use a detailed and accurate geographical vocabulary
in their investigations using a clear scale of measure

Step 11

12. Pupils analyse the geographical patterns with a range of scales

12. Pupils analyse geographical patterns and communicate these

11. Pupils describe and communicate the geographical patterns
and these interactions created using a range of scales

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand M—Knowledge of environments

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand N—Knowledge of processes and characteristics
Step 1

10. Pupils are aware that people around the world eat different
foods

Step 2

19. Pupils have learnt about/studied 1 country in Europe

Step 3

12. Pupils can name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4
countries and capitals of the UK

Step 4

8. Pupils understand what is meant by a settlements service

Step 5

8. Can describe the conditions in the desert

Step 6

3. Can identify the main regions of the UK and describe their main
physical and human characteristics

Step 7

3. Can describe the key physical and human characteristics of
these regions

4. Can show an understanding between locality and economic activity

Step 8

11. Can describe the key physical and human characteristics of
these regions

Step 9

8. Pupils can develop sustainable strategies to manage these environments

Step 9

7. Pupils can recognise how conflicting demands on the environment may arise

Step 10

14. Pupils appreciate that the environment in a place and the lives
of the people who live there are affected by actions and events in
other places

Step 10

15. Pupils recognise that human actions may have unintended environmental consequences that can sometimes lead to conflict

Step 11

13. Pupils analyse different approaches to developing places and
environments

Step 11

14. Pupils explain the causes and consequences of environmental
change

Step 1

9. Pupils are aware that people around the world have different
homes

Step 2

16. Pupils are aware of physical geographical features

Step 3

15. Can use the appropriate language to describe the weather on
environments

Step 4

7. Pupils can identify some human geographical features of places

Step 5

7. Can describe the conditions in the rainforest environment

Step 6

4. Can understand the geographical similarities and differences
between the study of an area within the UK and the EU

Step 7

7. Can describe changes to landscape associated with tourism

Step 8

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand O—Evaluating information
Step 1

3. Knows the meaning of the following geographical words: home,
house, buildings, school, factory and offices

Step 2

12. Knows the meaning of the following geographical words: address, travel, journey, routes, features

Step 3

5. Can evaluate geographical similarities and differences between
the UK and North America

Step 4

13. Pupils have learnt what it is like living in one wet place in the
world and can evaluate this place

Step 5

13. Pupils understand what conditions are linked with high pressure weather systems and can evaluate these systems

Step 6

2. Can name and locate the countries, cities, rivers and mountains
of the UK and evaluate this content

Step 7

10. Can describe changes to landscape associated with settlement
and evaluate this impact

Step 8

10. Can locate the worlds countries, major cities and environmental regions using maps to focus on Africa, China, India, Russia, Middle East and can evaluate data around this

Step 9

9. Pupils can compare and evaluate the suitability and success of
different types of strategies to manage environments

Step 10

Step 11

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand P—Understanding of concepts
Step 1

1. Pupils can sort objects by simple properties such as colour,
shape and size

Step 2

14. Pupils can describe objects in simple terms

Step 3

9. Pupils can use simple coordinates to locate places on maps

Step 4

14. Pupils can create a simple chart of the weather

Step 5

14. Pupils understand what conditions are linked with low pressure weather systems

Step 6

9. Can identify the reasons for a particular land use

Step 7

1. Can identify the position and significance of lines of latitude,
longitude to explain day/night and time zones

Step 8

7. Can explain how and why population changes

Step 9

15. Pupils can suggest appropriate sequences on investigation to
answer geographical questions

Step 10

16. Pupils can plan their own sequence of investigation to answer
geographical questions

Step 11

16. Pupils independently identify appropriate geographical questions and issues

18. Pupils can evaluate sources by considering their origins, nature
and purpose
15. Pupils can show and evaluate how the interactions between
people and environments can result in complex and unintended
changes

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand Q—Enquiry methods
Step 1

8. Pupils are aware that people around the world dress differently
and make simple enquiries

Step 2

15. Pupils begin to write simple sentences independently when
writing enquiries

Step 3

6. Pupils can measure distances on maps by using the scale

Step 4

16. Pupils can identify different forms of precipitation

Step 5

15. Pupils can forecast how the weather may change over a short
period of time

Step 6

14. Have investigated UK urban and rural areas and formed enquiries into these areas

Step 7

19. Describes and understands key physical features: climate
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, earthquakes, volcanoes, rivers, coasts and make an enquiry

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand R—Interpreting sources
Step 1

7. Pupils can make a simple tally chart, pictogram or graph of results collected in the field

Step 2

20. Pupils have learnt about/studied 1 country in the Americas
and describe using sources

Step 3

7. Pupils can use a key on a map to understand a range of symbols

Step 4

1. Asks questions like how? Why?

Step 5

18. Can name and locate the world's oceans using sources of information

Step 6

20. Can identify the landscape features (landforms) produced by a
river or a glacier and interpret sources around this topic

Step 7

20. Using sources describes and understands key human features:
settlements, land use, economic activity, trade, natural resources,
energy and food

Step 8

19. Understands the key physical geography processes relating to
glaciation, plate tectonics and geological timescales and can relate
sources around this topic together

Step 8

18. Can identify unintentional damage caused by human activity
and make enquiries into these affects

Step 9

19. Pupils can reach conclusions that are consistent with their evidence in their investigation

Step 9

16. Pupils can use a range of relevant and effective geographical
skills to illustrate their investigation and interpret sources fully

Step 10

17. Pupils can use a wide range of relevant and complex geographical skills to illustrate their investigation

Step 10

20. Pupils can reach detailed substantiated conclusions in their
investigations having interpreted sources

Step 11

17. Pupils independently use an effective sequence of investigation

Step 11

18. Pupils select a wide range of skills and use them effectively
and accurately to illustrate their data from source interpretations

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand S—Making judgements

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand T—Demonstrating knowledge of systems
Step 1

2. Use comparative language like long/short, heavy/light,
thick/thin, large/small when comparing simple systems

Step 2

10. Pupils can sort objects by simple properties such as purpose or
use systematically

Step 3

1. Can draw a systematic plan or diagram of the classroom

Step 4

5. Pupils can describe landforms an d their systems

Step 5

5. Can locate hot and cold places in the world in relation to the
equator and the north and south poles and use this information
systematically

Step 6

1. Using systems can collect and record evidence in fieldwork and
find patterns within the data collected

Step 7

2. Can locate the worlds countries, major cities and environmental
regions using maps to focus on Europe and North and South
America using online systems

Step 8

1. Can use field work to collect, analyse and draw conclusions
from geographical data systems

17. Pupils can evaluate sources to establish evidence for their investigations and make appropriate judgements

Step 9

20. Pupils can use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view,
analyse and interpret places and data

Step 10

6. Pupils make links in their understanding of the geography of the
wider world and make appropriate judgements

Step 10

1. Pupils make links in their knowledge of the geography of the UK
referring to geographical information systems (GIS)

Step 11

19. Pupils critically evaluate a range of sources and make appropriate judgements

Step 11

20. Pupils present full and coherently argued summaries of their
investigations using (GIS) and reach substantiated conclusions

Step 1

3. Pupils can identify similarities and differences between simple
data and judge accordingly

Step 2

3. Pupils can identify similarities and differences between data
sheets and judge accordingly

Step 3

3. Pupils can identify similarities and differences between data
and judge accordingly

Step 4

11. Pupils have learnt what it is like living in one cold place in the
world and can judge this environment accordingly

Step 5

11. Can describe some different types of farming and make relevant judgements

Step 6

19. Can explain some of the main erosional and depositional processes occurring in river systems and glaciers and judge what is
happening and why

Step 7

16. Can identify the reasons rivers flood and judge the most significant reasons

Step 8

12. Can understand how human and physical processes interact to
have an impact on and form distinctive landscapes and make relevant judgements as to why this happens

Step 9

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Geography—Skill Strand U—GCSE Grade Boundaries
Step 1

Step 2
Step 3
Step 4
Step 5

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 1 (GRADE G)

Step 6

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 1 (GRADE F)

Step 7

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 2 (GRADE E)

Step 8

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 3 (GRADE D)

Step 9

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 4 (GRADE C)

Step 10

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 5 (GRADE C+ / B-)

Step 11

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 6 (GRADE B+)

Religious & Cultural Education

Religious & Cultural Education

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand A—Knowledge of practices
Step 1

1. RE - Describe some religious ideas from stories and some basic
religious beliefs and teachings using simple religious vocabulary.

Step 2

1. RE - Describe some religious ideas from stories and some basic
religious beliefs and teachings using some religious vocabulary.

Step 3

1. RE - Describe some religious ideas from stories and some basic
religious beliefs and teachings using good religious vocabulary.

Step 4

1. RE - Recount and describe elements of religious stories.

Step 5

1. RE - Describe some religious ideas from stories and some basic
religious beliefs and teachings using some religious vocabulary.

Step 6

1. RE - Describe some religious ideas from stories and some basic
religious beliefs and teachings using good religious vocabulary.

Step 7

1. RE - Describe some religious ideas from stories and some basic
religious beliefs and teachings using excellent vocabulary.

Step 8

1. RE - Demonstrate knowledge of some religious practises from
stories and religious beliefs and teachings

Step 9

1. RE - Demonstrate sound knowledge of religious practises from
stories and religious beliefs and teachings

Step 10

1. RE - Demonstrate sound knowledge of religious practises from
various stories and a variety of religious beliefs and teachings

Step 11

1. RE - Demonstrate sound knowledge of religious practises from
various stories and an extensive variety of religious beliefs and
teachings

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand B—Knowledge of religions and
beliefs
Step 1

2. RE - Use simple words to describe some religious objects/ places/people and practices.

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand C—Evaluate aspects of religion
and belief
Step 1

3. RE - Can relate a simple religious story to own experience

Step 2

2. RE - Describe some religious objects/ places/people and practices.

Step 2

3. RE - Can relate a religious story to own experience

Step 3

2. RE - Describe fundamental religious objects/ places/people and
practices.

Step 3

3. RE - Can relate multiple religious stories to own experience

Step 4

2. RE - Recognise and describe religious objects/places/ people/practices.

Step 4

3. RE - Can relate multiple religious stories to own experience and
the wider audience

Step 5

2. RE - Describe fundamental religious objects/ places/people and
practices.

Step 5

1. RE - Pupils describe some key features of religions (beliefs, ideas
and teachings) using religious vocabulary.

Step 6

2. RE - Know the function of objects/places/ people within religious practices and lifestyles.

Step 6

1. RE - Pupils describe many key features of religions (beliefs, ideas and teachings) using religious vocabulary.

Step 7

2. RE - Identify and describe religious practices and their meanings.

Step 7

1. RE - Pupils describe in depth key features of religions (beliefs,
ideas and teachings) using religious vocabulary.

Step 8

3. RE - Explain how religious ideas and beliefs can be expressed in
a variety of forms.

Step 8

1. RE - Pupils describe in depth key features of religions (beliefs,
ideas and teachings) using extensive religious vocabulary.

Step 9

3. RE - Identify and evaluate basic teachings and experience of
inspirational people by relating these to their own and others?

Step 9

1. RE - Give a clear evaluated account of what it means to belong
to a particular faith

Step 10

3. RE - Identify and evaluate the teachings and experience of inspirational people by relating these to their own and others?

Step 10

1. RE - Give a clear evaluated account of what it means to belong
to a particular faith and its fundamental values

Step 11

3. RE - Identify and evaluate fully the teachings and experience of
inspirational people by relating these to their own and others
lives?

Step 11

1. RE - Give a clear evaluated account of what it means to belong
to a particular faith and its fundamental values across the globe

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand D—Analyse significance and
influence

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand E— Understanding similarities
and differences
Step 1

2. RE - Able to recall a religious story

Step 2

2. RE - Identify some religious objects and places

Step 3

3. RE - Suggest meanings for some religious actions and symbols.

Step 4

3. RE - Describe some religious symbols and use some religious
words correctly.

1. RE - Analyse and recall religious stories

Step 5

3. RE - Suggest meanings for some religious actions and symbols.

Step 6

1. RE - Analyse and recall significant religious stories

Step 6

3. RE - Suggest meanings for a variety of religious actions and
symbols.

Step 7

1. RE - Analyse and recall religious stories and explain what makes
them significant

Step 7

Step 8

1. RE - Using appropriate religious vocabularies pupils identify and
describe key features of religions, including beliefs, teachings and
their meaning.

1. RE - Analyse and recall religious stories and explain what makes
them significant and their influences

Step 8

1. RE - Using a wide range of religious vocabulary, explain the similarities and differences in beliefs and teachings between religions.

Step 1

1. RE - Listen and respond to religious stories

Step 2

1. RE - Respond to and recall religious stories

Step 3

1. RE - Interpret and recall religious stories

Step 4

1. RE - Analyse and recall religious stories

Step 5

Step 9

1. RE - Relate religious beliefs, teachings, practices and lifestyles to
their historic and cultural contexts and to their relevance today.

Step 9

1. RE - Using a wide range of religious vocabulary, fully explain the
similarities and differences in beliefs and teachings between religions

Step 10

1. RE - Analyse religious beliefs, teachings, practices and lifestyles
to their historic and cultural contexts and to their relevance today.

Step 10

1. RE - Using a wide range of religious vocabulary, fully explain the
similarities and differences in beliefs and teachings between religions across the globe

Step 11

1. RE - Critically analyse the influence of religious beliefs, teachings, practices and lifestyles on individuals, communities and society.

Step 11

1. RE - Using a wide range of religious vocabulary, fully explain the
similarities and differences in beliefs and teachings between religions making connections across the globe

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand F—Knowledge of religious
influences on individuals
Step 1

Step 2
Step 3
Step 4

Step 5

Step 6

Step 7

4. RE - Know how feelings about significant events can be expressed

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand G—Evaluate significance and
influence
Step 1

5. RE - They are sensitive to others feelings and show respect

Step 2

5. RE - Pupils can recognise between a right and wrong choice

Step 3

5. RE - In relation to matters of right and wrong they recognise
their own values and those of others.

Step 4

5. RE - Express their own values and concerns and know that life
involves choices between right and wrong.

Step 5

5. RE - In relation to matters of right and wrong they recognise
their own values and those of others.

Step 6

5. RE - In relation to matters of right and wrong they recognise
values and those of others and the impact actions make

Step 7

5. RE - In relation to matters of morals they recognise values and
those of others and the impact actions make

Step 8

5. RE - Give an informed evaluation of their own and others' values, morals and commitments

4. RE - They are able to show respect to others feelings
4. RE - Describe experiences and feelings they share with others
4. RE - Describe experiences and feelings they share with others
and how this broadly influences us in our choices
4. RE - Describe experiences and feelings they share with others
and how this influences us in our specific choices
4. RE - Relate experiences and feelings they share with others and
how this influences us in our specific choices

4. RE - Connect experiences and feelings individuals have with life
influences

Step 8

4. RE - Connect experiences and feelings individuals have with life
influences and this impacts on decisions

Step 9

4. RE - Connect experiences and feelings individuals have with life
influences and this impacts on decisions

Step 9

5. RE - Give an informed evaluation of their own and others' values and commitments

Step 10

4. RE - Draw conclusions around beliefs and teachings around life
influences and how this impacts individuals

Step 10

5. RE - Give an informed and well argued evaluation of their own
and others' values and commitments

Step 11

4. RE - Draw substantial conclusions around beliefs and teachings
around life influences and how this impacts individuals

Step 11

5. RE - Give an informed and well argued evaluation of their own
and others' values and commitments, referring to moral principles
and religious teaching.

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand H—Knowledge of religious
influence on communities and societies
Step 1

3. RE - Describe what is important in their lives

Step 2

3. RE - Consider what is important in their lives

Step 3
Step 4

Step 5

Step 6

Step 7

Step 8

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand I—Multiple perspectives
Step 1

3. RE - Begin to listen to others

Step 2

3. RE - Begin to identify other peoples perspectives

Step 3

3. RE - Identify other peoples perspectives

Step 4

3. RE - Begin to identify the impact religion has on believer's lives

Step 5

3. RE - Identify the impact religion has on believer's lives

Step 6

3. RE - Identify the impact religion has on believer's lives and Identify questions which have no universally agreed answers.

Step 7

4. RE - Ask questions and suggest own answers about the significant experiences of others, including religious believers.

Step 8

4. RE - Explain, with reasons, their own and other people's views
about ultimate questions.

Step 9

4. RE - Understand and begin to evaluate religious perspectives in
relation to a range of ultimate questions.

Step 10

4. RE - Evaluate their own and religious perspectives on ultimate
questions

Step 11

4. RE - Evaluate their own and religious perspectives on ultimate
questions using a range of arguments and evidence.

3. RE - Recognise what is important in their lives
4. RE - Describe what is important in their own lives and link this
to learning in RE.

4. RE - Describe what is important in their own lives and link this
to learning about communities and societies
4. RE - Identify what influences them, making links between aspects of their own and others' experiences.
4. RE - Identify what influences them, making links between aspects of their own and others' experiences within societies
4. RE - Identify what influences them, making links between aspects of their own and others' experiences across communities

4. RE - Identify main influences, making links between aspects of
their own and others' experiences within societies
4. RE - Identify main influences making links between aspects of
their own and others' experiences across communities
4. RE - Know different aspects of their own and others' experiences across communities/ societies referencing religious influences

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand J—Responding and communicating
Step 1

5. RE - Recognise moral values and religious beliefs

Step 2

5. RE - Ask questions about matters of right and wrong

Step 3
Step 4
Step 5

Step 6

Step 7

Step 8

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand K—Analyse aspects of religion
and belief
Step 1

3. RE - Comment on own thoughts and beliefs

Step 2

2. RE - Describe own ideas

Step 3

3. RE - Comment on religious ideas

Step 4

3. RE - Begin to make links between religions

Step 5

2. RE - Describe the links between beliefs and ideas

Step 6

3. RE - Explain and compare religious, non-religious views

Step 7

3. RE - Begin to make links between religions and identify some
basic similarities and differences.

Step 8

2. RE - Explain the link between beliefs, ideas, practices and behaviour.

Step 9

3. RE - Explain and compare religious, non-religious and their own
views about human identity and experience

Step 10

3. RE - Explain and compare religious, non-religious and their own
views about human identity and experience, with supporting arguments and evidence.

Step 11

3. RE - Give an informed and well argued account of their own and
others' views on human identity and experience in the light of
different religious and other views and feelings

5. RE - Explain, with reasons, their own and other people's views
5. RE - Respond to the views of others
5. RE - Consider the llives of individuals and societies.

5. RE - Recognise how moral values and religious beliefs can influence behaviour.
5. RE - Ask questions about matters of right and wrong and suggest answers which show understanding of moral and religious
teachings.
5. RE - Explain, with reasons, their own and other people's views
about human identity and ethical issues, including religious ideas.

5. RE - Respond to the views of others on a range of contemporary
moral issues giving well-argued reasons for supporting one view
rather than another.
5. RE - Evaluate the effects of applying religious and moral values
to the lives of individuals and societies.
4. RE - Give an informed and wellargued account of their own and
others' views on ultimate questions referring to moral principles
and religious teaching.

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand L—Linking religious ideas
Step 1

2. RE - Describe what it means to belong to a group

Step 2

2. RE - Discuss different symbols

Step 3

2. RE - Describe what it means to belong to a particular group

Step 4

2. RE - Discuss different texts, language and symbolism together

Step 5

2. RE - Interpret of religious texts.

Step 6

2. RE - Describe what it means to belong to a particular faith feelings which underlie them.

Step 7

2. RE - Link the meanings of texts, language and symbolism together

Step 8

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Religious & Cultural Education—Skill Strand M—GCSE Grade Boundaries
Step 1
Step 2
Step 3
Step 4
Step 5

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 1 (GRADE G)

Step 6

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 1 (GRADE F)

Step 7

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 2 (GRADE E)

Step 8

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 3 (GRADE D)

Step 9

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 4 (GRADE C)

Step 10

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 5 (GRADE C+ / B-)

Step 11

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 6 (GRADE B+)

2. RE - Analyse different interpretations of religious texts.

2. RE - Give a clear account of what it means to belong to a particular faith feelings which underlie them.

2. RE - Link the meanings of texts, language and symbolism to the
key beliefs of religions.
2. RE - Critically analyse different interpretations of religious texts.

Sociology

Skills and Progression

Sociology

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand A—Apply knowledge and understanding of methods.
Step 1

Describe what friends are

Step 2

Take part in investigations

Step 3

Comment on information

Step 4

Explore different topics

Step 5

Construct reasoned arguments and debates

Step 6

Identify and describe what is sociology? Describe the paradigm of Nature/Nurture.

Step 7

analyse and evaluate different research methods used in sociological investigations and assess, critically, the appropriateness of their use

Step 8

analyse and evaluate information and evidence presented in
different written, visual and numerical forms

Step 9

apply their understanding to explore and debate the current
sociological issues outlined in each of the topic areas

Step 10

use sociological theories and evidence to compare and contrast social issues, construct reasoned arguments and debates, make substantiated judgements and draw conclusions

Step 11

Draw connections between the different topic areas studied.

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand B—Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of
sociological methods

Skills and Progression

Step 1

Talk about a method

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand C—Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of
sociological evidence

Step 2

demonstrate an understanding of a process

Step 1

Explore a topic

Step 2

Present topical work

Step 3

Describe and explain different methods.

Step 4

Assess the usefulness of different types of data

Step 5

Interpret graphs, diagrams, charts and tables

Step 6

identify and explain the advantages and disadvantages, strengths
and weaknesses of a particular method for a specific area of research

Step 7

demonstrate an understanding of the relevance and usefulness of
various primary and secondary sources for a specific area of research

Step 8

demonstrate the ability to interpret data presented in a variety of
forms

Step 9

Describe and explain qualitative and quantitative methods
(questionnaires, interviews, observations) and assess the value,
application, and strengths and weaknesses of different methods.

Step 10

Assess the usefulness of different types of data, qualitative and
quantitative data, and official and nonofficial statistics.

Step 11

Demonstrate the ability to interpret graphs, diagrams, charts and
tables to discern patterns and trends in statistical data.

Step 3

compare different methods

Step 4

evaluate methods used

Step 5

Understand relevant methods and issues

Step 6

identify, describe and explain various methods and methodological issues

Step 7

Step 8

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

demonstrate an understanding of the process of research design
for a specific area of research, including practical difficulties and
ethical issues

to critically evaluate and compare and contrast theories or
explanations, including the key features of each theory or
explanation in the context of a specific topic
to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key sociological theories by reading and responding to extracts which
illustrate the different views of sociologists. They should be
able to critically analyse and evaluate how the issues have
been interpreted by these sociologists.
to demonstrate an understanding of relevant methods and
methodological issues
explore and debate contemporary social issues in order to
be able to challenge everyday understandings of social phenomena from a sociological perspective

Skills and Progression

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand E—Analyse sociological concepts

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand D—Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of
sociological concepts

Step 1

Talk about families

Step 1

Describe and explain the functions of objects

Step 2

identify, describe and explain right and wrong

Step 2

Describe a variety of different types of objects

Step 3

describe and explain traditional and contemporary families

Step 3

Describe and explain the processes involved within a machine

Step 4

identify, describe and explain the functions of families

Step 4

Assess different approaches to an activity
Step 5

describe, compare and contrast a variety of sociological perspectives

Step 6

Analyse and explain various family forms

Step 7

identify, describe and analyse various sociological explanations of crime and deviance including anomie, labelling,
structural theories, subcultural theories and interactionist
theory

Step 5

Step 6

Comment on a set of data around both the economy and social
mobility
Assess the usefulness of the mixed methods approach to social
concepts

Step 7

Describe and explain primary and secondary sources of data
around sociological concepts

Step 8

Practical issues including time, cost and access to sociological concepts

Step 8

identify, describe and explain the functions of education including serving the needs of the economy, facilitating social
mobility and fostering social cohesion

describe and explain the domestic division of labour in both
traditional and contemporary families , analyse the differences

Step 9

identify, describe and explain the functions of families
(sexual, reproductive, economic and educational)

Step 10

describe, compare and contrast a variety of sociological perspectives on the functions of families (functionalist, feminist
and Marxist

Step 11

Students should be able to identify, describe and explain various family forms (nuclear, extended, reconstituted, lone
parent, single sex).

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

Step 11

identify and describe a variety of different types of school
including primary and secondary, state and private
Describe and explain the processes involved in research design:
the establishment of appropriate aims and relevant hypotheses,
the use of pilot studies, the selection of appropriate sampling
methods and the analysis of data.
Ethical issues are consent, confidentiality and harm to participants
and how the issues can be addressed

Skills and Progression

Skills and Progression

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand F—Different perspectives

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand G—Compare and contrast

Step 1

Discuss groups

Step 1

Talk about a friend

Step 2

Describe different groups

Step 2

Discuss a friendship

Step 3

identify, describe different perspectives

Step 3

Explain what makes a friendship

Step 4

identify, describe and explain different perspectives

Step 4

identify, describe divorce

Step 5

demonstrate their understanding of issues that impact on
families

Step 5

identify, describe and explain types of relationship

Step 6

identify, describe and explain contemporary family related
issues, the quality of parenting, the relationships between
teenagers and adults, care of the disabled/elderly and arranged marriage

Step 7

describe, compare and contrast a variety of sociological perspectives on changing relationships within families
(functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Step 8

identify, describe and explain the pattern of divorce in Britain since 1945 using relevant statistical data

Step 9

identify, describe and explain how relationships within families have changed over time (preindustrial, industrial and
contemporary/modern)

Step 10

identify, describe and explain contemporary family related
issues, the quality of parenting, the relationships between
teenagers and adults, care of the disabled/elderly and arranged marriage

Step 11

describe, compare and contrast a variety of sociological perspectives on changing relationships within families
(functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Step 6

describe, compare and contrast a variety of relationships

Step 7

identify, describe and explain factors affecting criminal and
deviant behaviour including social class, gender, ethnicity
and age

Step 8

identify, describe and explain different criticisms of families

Step 9

identify, describe and explain joint and segregated conjugal
roles

Step 10

demonstrate their understanding of issues that impact on
conjugal role relationships within the contemporary family
including decision making, money management, dual career
families, child rearing and leisure activities

Step 11

describe, compare and contrast a variety of sociological perspectives on conjugal role relationships (functionalist, feminist and Marxist).

Skills and Progression

Skills and Progression

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand H—Evaluate sociological theories

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand I—Evaluate sociological concepts

Step 1

Discuss school and families

Step 1

Discuss school and families

Step 2

describe educational and parental perspectives

Step 2

describe educational and parental perspectives

Step 3

Describe a variety of perspectives

Step 3

Describe a variety of perspectives

Step 4

Evaluate educational and parental perspectives

Step 4

Evaluate educational and parental perspectives

Step 5

Evaluate a variety of perspectives

Step 5

Evaluate a variety of perspectives

Step 6

identify, describe and evaluate contemporary family related
issues

Step 6

identify, describe and evaluate contemporary family related
issues

Step 7

describe, compare and evaluate a variety perspectives

Step 7

describe, compare and evaluate a variety of concepts

Step 8

Evaluate alternative forms of educational provision including
home schooling and deschooling

Step 8

identify, describe and explain various factors affecting educational achievement including class, gender and ethnicity

Step 9

describe, compare and evaluate a variety of sociological perspectives on these issues (functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Step 9

Step 10

identify, describe and evaluate contemporary family related
issues, the quality of parenting, the relationships between
teenagers and adults, care of the disabled/elderly and ar-

explain reasons for the rise in divorce since 1945 including:
changes in the law, changes in social attitudes and values,
secularisation, changes in the status of women in society

Step 10

describe the consequences of divorce for family members
(husband and wife, children and extended family) and the
increase in the numbers of lone parent families

Step 11

describe, compare and contrast a variety of sociological perspectives on these issues (functionalist, feminist and Marxist).

Step 11

describe, compare and evaluate a variety of sociological perspectives on changing relationships within families
(functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand J—Apply knowledge and understanding of sociological concepts

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand K—Apply knowledge and understanding of sociological theories,
Step 1

Talk about choices

Step 2

Know right from wrong

Step 3

Know why jobs are important

Step 4

Discuss how people can get along

Step 5

Discuss fairness

Step 6

explain crime and deviance

Step 7

describe, compare different theories

Step 8

identify and describe various public debates over criminal
and deviant behaviour including concerns over violent crime,
sentencing, the treatment of young offenders, the prison
system and media coverage of crim

describe, compare and contrast a variety of sociological perspectives on these issues (functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Step 9

describe, compare and contrast a variety of sociological perspectives on these issues (functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Step 10

describe the key ideas of Durkheim

Step 10

describe, compare and contrast a variety of alternative sociological perspectives on the correspondence principle.

Step 11

describe the key ideas of Parsons

Step 11

describe, compare and contrast a variety of alternative sociological theories on the correspondence principle.

Step 1

Talk about choices

Step 2

Know right from wrong

Step 3

Know why jobs are important

Step 4

Discuss how people can get along

Step 5

Discuss fairness

Step 6

explain crime and deviance

Step 7

describe, compare different concepts

Step 8

explain the social construction of concepts of crime and deviance

Step 9

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand L—Apply knowledge and understanding of sociological evidence

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand M—Analyse sociological theories
Step 1

Talk about choices

Step 2

Know right from wrong

Step 3

Know why jobs are important

Step 4

Discuss how people can get along

Step 5

Discuss fairness

explain crime and deviance

Step 6

explain crime and deviance

Step 7

describe, compare different types of evidence

Step 7

describe, compare and analyse different theories

Step 8

identify and describe the main sources of data on crime

Step 8

identify, describe and analyse socio-economic class divisions
in society

Step 9

identify, describe and explain various processes within
schools affecting educational achievement

Step 9

describe, compare and analyse a variety of sociological perspectives

Step 10

describe, compare and analyse a variety of sociological perspectives on these issues (interactionist, functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Step 11

describe, compare and analyse a variety of sociological perspectives on the social construction of crime and deviance
(interactionist, functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Step 1

Talk about choices

Step 2

Know right from wrong

Step 3

Know why jobs are important

Step 4

Discuss how people can get along

Step 5

Discuss fairness

Step 6

Step 10

Step 11

identify, describe and explain various processes within
schools affecting educational achievement including, streaming, setting,
identify, describe and explain various processes within
schools affecting educational achievement including, streaming, setting, mixed ability teaching, labelling and the selffulfilling prophecy

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand N—Evaluate sociological evidence

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand O—Evaluate sociological methods
Step 1

Talk about choices

Step 2

Know right from wrong

Step 3

Know why jobs are important

Step 4

Discuss how people can get along

Step 5

Discuss fairness

Step 6

explain crime and deviance

Evaluate different types of evidence around poverty and material well being

Step 7

Evaluate different methods affecting criminality and deviant
behaviour

Step 8

identify, describe and evaluate different evidence of poverty
as a social issue including, the culture of poverty, material
deprivation

Step 8

describe, compare and evaluate a variety of sociological perspectives on factors affecting criminal and deviant behaviour

Step 9

Step 9

identify, describe and evaluate different evidence of poverty
as a social issue including, the culture of poverty, material
deprivation, the way in which governments have attempted
to alleviate poverty and unemployment, the impact of globalisation

describe, compare and evaluate a variety of sociological
methods affecting criminal and deviant behaviour
(interactionist, functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Step 10

describe, compare and evaluate a variety of sociological
methods around social control (interactionist, functionalist,
feminist and Marxist)

Step 11

Fully evaluate a variety of sociological methods around social
control (interactionist, functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Step 1

Talk about choices

Step 2

Know right from wrong

Step 3

Know why jobs are important

Step 4

Discuss how people can get along

Step 5

Discuss fairness

Step 6

explain crime and deviance

Step 7

Step 10

Step 11

identify, describe and evaluate formal and informal methods
of social control including unwritten rules and sanction
Evaluate the key ideas of Merton on the causes of crime

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand P—Analyse sociological evidence

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand Q—Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of
sociological theories

Step 1

Make appropriate choices

Step 1

Follow the school rules

Step 2

Recognise right and wrong

Step 2

Understand why we have rules

Step 3

Understand right from wrong

Step 3

Comment on the rewards and sanctions systems in school

Step 4

Describe simple pie charts and other graphs

Step 4

describe different types of behaviour

Step 5

Analyse simple pie charts and other graphs

Step 5

Comment on the rewards and sanctions systems in society

Step 6

Explore crime and defiance compare data

Step 6

describe crime rates

Step 7

Read the pattern and trends in crime figures using relevant
statistical data

Step 7

Step 8

Comment on the pattern and trends in crime figures using
relevant statistical data

Comment on the functionalist theory of stratification
(effective role allocation and performance linked to the
promise of rewards

Step 8

describe the ‘dark figure’ of crime (unreported and unrecorded crime)

Step 9

Analyse the pattern and trends in crime figures using relevant statistical data

describe and explain the functionalist theory of stratification
(effective role allocation and performance linked to the
promise of rewards

Step 10

explain the ‘dark figure’ of crime (unreported and unrecorded crime)

Analyse the pattern and trends in crime figures using a wide
range of relevant statistical data

Step 11

Understand fully the functionalist theory of stratification
(effective role allocation and performance linked to the
promise of rewards

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

describe the pattern and trends in crime figures using relevant statistical data

Skills and Progression

Skills and Progression

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand R—Analyse sociological methods

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand S—draw conclusions

Step 1

Recognise differences

Step 1

Make very simple conclusions

Step 2

Understand differences

Step 2

Make simple conclusions

Step 3

Analyse differences between groups

Step 3

Conclude why some things happen

Step 4

Analyse socio-economic groups of people

Step 4

Make simple conclusions about life chances

Step 5

Make simple descriptions on sociological perspectives on
socio-economic class (functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Step 5

Make good conclusions about life chances

Step 6

Describe sociological perspectives on socio-economic class
(functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Step 6

Make informed conclusions about life chances

Step 7

Comment on a variety of sociological perspectives on socioeconomic class (functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Step 7

Step 8

compare and contrast a variety of sociological perspectives
on socio-economic class (functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Make simple conclusions around factors affecting life chances including social class, gender, race and ethnicity, sexuality, age, disability, religion and belief

Step 8

Conclude some factors affecting life chances including social
class, gender, race and ethnicity, sexuality, age, disability,
religion and belief

Step 9

Conclude most factors affecting life chances including social
class, gender, race and ethnicity, sexuality, age, disability,
religion and belief

Step 10

Conclude key factors affecting life chances including social
class, gender, race and ethnicity, sexuality, age, disability,
religion and belief

Step 11

Conclude all factors affecting life chances including social
class, gender, race and ethnicity, sexuality, age, disability,
religion and belief

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

describe, compare and contrast a variety of sociological perspectives on socio-economic class (functionalist, feminist
and Marxist
Analyse a variety of sociological perspectives on socioeconomic class (functionalist, feminist and Marxist
Analyse a wide range of sociological perspectives on socioeconomic class (functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Skills and Progression

Skills and Progression

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand T—Interpret sources

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand U—Use information

Step 1

Recognise differences in life chances and wealth

Step 1

Can make simple inferences from information

Step 2

Understand differences in life chances and wealth

Step 2

Use information correctly most of the time

Step 3

Describe a variety of sociological perspectives on poverty

Step 3

Understand how to use information

Step 4

Describe a variety of sociological perspectives on life chances

Step 4

Know what has been read

Step 5

Interpret—Describe a variety of sociological perspectives on
poverty (functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Step 5

Infer what has been read

Step 6

Interpret—Describe a variety of sociological perspectives on
life chances (functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Step 6

describe the key ideas of Townsend

Step 7

Interpret—compare and contrast a variety of sociological
perspectives on poverty (functionalist, feminist and Marxist

Step 7

Infer the key ideas of Townsend

Step 8

Step 8

Interpret—compare and contrast a variety of sociological
perspectives on life chances (functionalist, feminist and
Marxist)

Infer different forms of power and authority including traditional, charismatic, rational-legal, formal and informal
sources of power from information presented

Step 9

Step 9

Interpret sociological perspectives on poverty (functionalist,
feminist and Marxist

make informed decisions around identify, describe and explain different forms of power and authority including traditional, charismatic, rational-legal, formal and informal

Step 10

Interpret a range of sociological perspectives on life chances
(functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Step 10

describe the key ideas of Townsend

Interpret a wide range of sociological perspectives on life
chances (functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Step 11

Use the information and key ideas of Townsend to make informed
decisions

Step 11

Skills and Progression

Skills and Progression

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand V—make judgements

SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand W—construct arguments

Step 1

Judge an action

Step 1

Engage in talk time

Step 2

Judge an interaction

Step 2

Respond to others in conversation

Step 3

Judge simple factors affecting relationships

Step 3

Voice a difference in opinion

Step 4

Judge simple perspectives on authority

Step 4

Voice a difference in opinion based on facts

Step 5

Judge simple factors affecting power relationships

Step 5

Structure a simple argument based on facts and reasons

Step 6

Judge simple sociological perspectives on power and authority

Step 6

Structure an argument based on facts and reasons

Step 7

Judge different factors affecting power relationships

Step 7

Structure and sustain an argument based on facts and reasons

Step 8

Argue a point in relation to sociological perspectives on power relationships (functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Step 9

Argue multiple points in relation to sociological perspectives
on power relationships (functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Step 10

Construct and sustain a strong conversation regarding sociological perspectives on power relationships (functionalist,
feminist and Marxist)

Step 11

Construct and sustain a strong point of argument regarding
sociological perspectives on power relationships
(functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Step 8

Step 9

Step 10

Step 11

Judge a variety of sociological perspectives on power and
authority

Judge different factors affecting power relationships including social class, gender, sexuality, race, age, disability, religion and beliefs
Judge a variety of sociological perspectives on power and
authority (functionalist, feminist and Marxist)
Judge a wide variety of sociological perspectives on power
and authority (functionalist, feminist and Marxist)

Skills and Progression
SOLAR: Sociology—Skill Strand X—GCSE Grade Boundaries
Step 1
Step 2
Step 3
Step 4
Step 5

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 1 (GRADE G)

Step 6

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 1 (GRADE F)

Step 7

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 2 (GRADE E)

Step 8

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 3 (GRADE D)

Step 9

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 4 (GRADE C)

Step 10

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 5 (GRADE C+ / B-)

Step 11

21. Working at GCSE GRADE 6 (GRADE B+)

